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carried, and shouted back to the people, ' Let those who
have gone before go in peace ; let him that utters my name
die.*    The curse was to prevent any talk about the projected
hunt lest the  game  hear about it and  hide away. . . .
Throughout these days of travel and sport the chief hunter
lived alone, slept and ate by himself, and was held in great
reverejnce.    Those  who   accompanied   him   had   to  guard
most carefully their moral conduct, and husbands had no
intercourse with  their wives.*1 x   Among the  Ila-speaking
tribes of Northern Rhodesia " men going to fish, or to set
traps, or to dig game-pits must not visit their wives or other
women the night before.    Some men will not do it before
going to hunt, lest, as they say, they should be hurt on the
way or be mauled by a wild beast.    Others, on the contrary,
regard intercourse as giving them good luck during the hunt.
The bashilwando must abstain all the time they are fishing."2
Speaking of the tribes of Northern Rhodesia in general,
other writers tell us that " in the important enterprises of
life such as hunting and fishing,  natives will submit to
certain taboos.    While a weir is being built and fish baskets
are set, the Bisa fisherman who cuts the weir stakes must
live apart from his wife, and the majority of the Hunters,
members of the society of Uwanga wa nzovu^ are bound to
abstain from certain foods, and live in the bachelors' quarters
some days before starting in pursuit of a dangerous animal."3
With regard to hunters among the Thonga or Ronga of
South-East Africa we  are  told  that  " these  professional
hunters are subject to many taboos. . . . They must undergo
a purification before starting, and also be inoculated in the
wrists with special drugs, the most important being those
of the tintebe, the same which is used   by the slayers of
enemies in battle. ... In some cases they have to prepare
themselves for their expeditions by daily ablutions and by
absolute  continence for a certain number of days.    The
sacrifice of a fowl is also sometimes made before starting.
It is taboo for adults to eat the meat of this fowl; it might
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